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INTRODUCTION TO TONES:
There are four tones in Mandarin Chinese, which are:

First tone: a level and higher pitch

Second tone: rising, start from a lower pitch and end at
a slightly higher pitch

Third tone: falling rising, start at a neutral tone then dip
to a lower pitch before ending at a higher pitch

Fourth tone: falling, start the syllable at a slightly
higher than neutral pitch then go quickly and strongly
downwards

Four main tones in Chinese

Hi Level Rising Falling rising Falling
Tone | Tone 2 Tone 3 Tone 4

ma méQé/ a

‘mother’ ‘hemp’ ‘horse’ ‘scold’




Rules for Placing Pinyin Tone Marks

1. When a syllable contains a single vowel only, the
tone mark is placed above the vowel sound. Example:
ni, ma, ke

2. When a syllable contains two or more vowels, the

tone mark is usually placed above vowels in the order
ofa, o, e, i, u, U. Example: hao, xié, guan

(1334

3. When a tone mark is placed above the vowel “i", the

dot over it should be omitted. Example: nin, jin, shi

(1t (13-

4. When “iu” or “ui” comes, the tone mark should be
placed above the terminal vowel. Example: liu, gui

Tone change rules
Also known as: tone sandhi and TN
(biandiao guizé).

Tone Changes for 4~ (bu)

When followed by a 4th tone, 4~ (bu) changes to 2nd tone

Examples:
=
“AE A2 =
bu shi bu yao bu qu
not be not want not go




A3 A
bu dui bu zud
not right not do

Tone Changes for — (yi)

When followed by a 4th tone, — (y1) changes to 2nd tone (yi).
When followed by any other tone, — (yT) changes to 4th tone (yi).

EXAMPLES:
—B — —kE —i
yizhi yigé yiyang yigi
straight; all one (of the same together
along something
)
—& —F
yibai yigian
one one
hundred thousan




Tone Changes for Multiple Third Tones

v

When a 3rd tone (such as “y&”) is followed by another 3rd tone in a
group, the first 3rd tone changes to a 2nd tone (such as “ye”).

Examples

{IR%F G iEE 1R 17
nihdo keyl yufa hén hao
hi can, may grammar very good

FrLA
suoyi

SO,
therefore
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HSK 1 Grammar Structure

Chapter Grammar Sentence
Chapter 3 Subject +(Bu) shi +noun W3 (bu)shi m&igué rén
Subject+verb+noun+ ma Ni shi Iioshi ma?
Chapter 4 Subject+verb+ shéi Ta shi shéi?
Na+measure words+noun Ni ge rén?
Noun+de+noun Ta shi wo de lioshi
A...B ne? W shi zhonggué rén, ni ne?
Chapter5 dud +da Ni nii'ér dud da le?
Chapter 6 Subject+ hui +verb W hui xis
Subject+ hén/bu +adjective W& hén hio
Chapter 7 subject+qu+place+verb '
Wo qu xuéxiao Kan shii
Chapter 8 Subject+mw-+noun Na ge rén?
Chapter 9 Subject+ zai+location Ta zai yizi xiamian
Subject+ zai+location+verb W&o zai péngydu jia he cha
Chapter 10 Location+ you-+thing/person Yizi xidmian ydu yi zhi xido
gou
Chapter 11 Subject+time(adverbial)+pred. Mama lid didn zuo fan




time(adverbial)+subj+pred

Qi didn wo chifan.

Chapter 12 Subject+subject+predicate W& shenti bu tai hio
Tai+adjective Tianqi tai léng
Chapter 13 Subject+(Méi)zai+verb+object+ne W6 Méi
zai shuijiao ne
Chapter 14 Subject+predicate+le Ta qu xuéxiao le
Subject+verb+le+number-measure Wo mai le bu shio yifu
words+object
Subject+ Méi+predicate W6 Méi mii
Chapter 15 Subject+(bu)shi+time/place+verb+de Women (bu)shi kaichg 14i de




BASIC CHINESE STROKES

Name | Pinyin | Direction | Stroke Translation Example
I Disn AR "Dot” 75 Liu
N

i Héng | — “Horizontal” RV

% Shu l ] \L “Vertical” + Shi

B Pié / ) 2 “Throw away” | )\ B3

?% Ti / // “Rise” j:]* D3

K Hiéng o - “Horizontal = 7
gou o S Hook”

x| Shu “Verticalhook” |}, xizo
ou | | |

W | Heng “Horizontal 1 Kdu
zhé l /ﬂ Break”

IR 47 Shl:J “Vertical E Yi
zhe Break”

gy | Xié \ “Slant hook” | 3 we
gou Q ,
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Numbers

5 B H:
six
1iu
A ) N N
— —
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—
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(HSK 1) Chapter 1-15 characters
"5

B #7:

yi one

er two

san three

shi ten

ba eight

liu Six

kdu mouth
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(HSK 1) Chapter 1-15 characters
4 B A9:
I m n

jian [to see with eyes open

L L

shan mountain

. ¥V
xido small

bu no

yueé moon

Xin heart

y - =2
zhong |middle
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(HSK 1) Chapter 1-15 characters
4 B A9:

rén |person

-
qi seven
N
er two
. ¥V
ji how many

jia  [nine

| ¥

shul |water

—
N

ni female
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(HSK 1) Chapter 1-15 characters
4 B A9:

le particle of completed action

da big

s

dong |east

X1 west
V) V)] vl vy
si four

wu five
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(HSK 1) Chapter 1-15 characters

H

29

-1:_5;':3

shu book

shdo [few

VAN

ge measure word for general things

AR

N - v
zai at, in, on

z1 character

T T

gong |to work

shang |up
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(HSK 1) Chapter 1-15 characters
"5

B A9:

T

= N
xia down

T ITAAR

bén measure word for books

- T X

mo refers to tip or top of a tree
)= A
wu period from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

FrE B B b bk

didn [hour

tian |day

/ V=S —4

qi refers to air

©2008-2020 www.ArchChinese.com
Generated for Yeh China use only.

Page 6
Feb 9, 2020 9:01 AM



(HSK 1) Chapter 1-15 characters
4 B A9:

IR kiR s

A

yu rain

M H

KBl —-—

r Day, sun, date, day of the month, daytime, abbr. for Japan
mu eye

xi to practice, to study

—_— -
_,.9:.

nidn -~ |year

= £ £

e §

che a vehicle

VT W W

fei to come back
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(HSK 1) Chapter 1-15 characters
4 B A9:

nidn |year

u—uu_]—viv

chu to go from inside to outside

TG

fei to fly in the sky
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