


 

 

Initials 

b ! 

p " 

m # 

f " 

d $ 

t % 

n & 

l ' 

g ( 

k ) 

h * 

j +, 

q -, 

x ., 

zh + 

ch - 

Sh . 

r / 

z 0 /+ 

c 1 

s 2 

w 3 

y 4 



 

 

 

Finals 

i 5 

u 6 

ü 56 

er 7/8  

a 9 

ia 59 

ua 69 

o : 

uo 6: 

e 7 

ie 5; 

üe 56< 

ai 9; 

uai 69; 

ei <5 

uei 6<5 

ao 9: 

iao 59
: 

ou :6 

iou 5:6 

an 9& 

ian 5<& 



uan 69& 

ün 56& 

ang 9=> 

iang 59?= > 

uang 69=> 

eng 7=> 

ing 5=> 

ueng 67=> 

ong :=> 

iong 5:=> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INTRODUCTION TO TONES: 

There are four tones in Mandarin Chinese, which are: 

 

First tone: a level and higher pitch 

 

Second tone: rising, start from a lower pitch and end at 
a slightly higher pitch 

 

Third tone: falling rising, start at a neutral tone then dip 
to a lower pitch before ending at a higher pitch 

 

Fourth tone: falling, start the syllable at a slightly 
higher than neutral pitch then go quickly and strongly 
downwards 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Rules for Placing Pinyin Tone Marks 

 

1. When a syllable contains a single vowel only, the 
tone mark is placed above the vowel sound. Example: 

n m! kè 

 

2. When a syllable contains two or more vowels, the 
tone mark is usually placed above vowels in the order 

of a o e i u ü."Example:"h!o xiè #u$n 

 

3."When"a"tone"mark"is"placed"above"the"vowel"�i� the 

dot over it should be omitted. Example: nín jìn sh% 

 

4."When"�iu�"or"�ui�"comes,"the"tone"mark"should"be"

placed above the terminal vowel. Example: liú #u  

 

Tone change rules 

Also known as: tone sandhi and  

(biàndiào gu zé). 

 

Tone Changes for  (bù) 

 

 

 

Examples: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When followed by a 4th tone,  (bù) changes to 2nd tone 

(bú).

 

bú shì 
not be 

 

bú yào 
not want 

 

bú qù 
not go 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tone Changes for  (y ) 

 

 

 

 

 

EXAMPLES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

bú duì 
not right  

 

bú zuò 
not do 

When followed by a 4th tone,  (y%)"changes"to"2nd"tone"(yí). 

When followed by any other tone,  (y%)"changes"to"4th"tone"(yì). 

 

 

yìzhí 
straight; all 
along 

 

yígè 
one (of 
something
) 

 

yíyàng 
the same 

 

yìq  
together 

 

yìb!i 
one 
hundred 

 

yìqi$n 
one 
thousan 



Tone Changes for Multiple Third Tones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples 

 

When"a"3rd"tone"(such"as"�y&�)"is"followed"by"another"3rd"tone"in"a"
group,"the"first"3rd"tone"changes"to"a"2nd"tone"(such"as"�yé�). 

 

níh!o 
hi 

 

kéy  
can, may 

 

yúf! 
grammar 

  

hén"h!o 
very good 

 

suóy  
so, 
therefore 



 



  

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



Chapter Grammar Sentence 

   

Chapter 1 Subject +  yào +predicate Wǒ yào chī mǐfàn 

 

 Jǐ  + measure word+ noun Jǐ gèrén 

 

 Number+measure word+ Duō+noun Sān gè duō xīngqí 

 

 Number+ Duō + measure word+ +noun Shí duō gè yuè 

 

Chapter 2 Subject +  Duō + adjective Nǐ duō dà? 

 

Chapter 3 Subject +verb+ Yīxià +object Wǒ wèn yīxià lǎoshī 

 

Chapter 4 Object+ Shì+person+verb+ De 

 

Zhè běn shū shì wǒ mǎi de 

 Object+( Bù) Shì+person+verb+ De 

 

 

Zhè běn shū bù shì wǒ mǎi de 

 Number + measure word+ de shíhòu 

 

Wǒ shíyī suì de shíhòu kāishǐ 

tī zúqiú 

 

 Verb+ de shíhòu 

 

 

Wǒ shuìjiào de shíhòu, wǒ 

māmā zài zuò fàn 

 

Chapter 5 Jiù + verb 

 

Nǐ bù xiǎng qù, jiù zài jiā xiūxí 

ba 

 

 Hái + adjective Hái hǎo 

 

 

 Yǒudiǎnr + adjective/verb 

 

Jīntiān tiānqì yǒudiǎn r lěng 

 

Chapter 6 Subject+  Zěnme+adjective Nǐ zěnme gāoxìng ? 

 

HSK 2 Grammar Structure 



 

 Subject+ (measure word)x2 + Dōu 

 

Tóngxuémen gè gè dōu hěn 

gāoxìng 

 

 Yīnwèi…..  suǒyǐ……... Yīnwèi tā shēngbìng le, suǒyǐ 

méi qù xuéxiào 

 

Chapter 7 Subject+  Jiù...Le 

 

Tóngxuémen qī diǎn bàn jiù lái 

jiàoshì  le 

 

 A+ lí+B Wǒ jiā lí xuéxiào hěn yuǎn 

 

Chapter 8 Subject+ zài + verb 

 

Nǐ zài kàn kàn zhè běn shū ba 

 

 Subject+verb+object+predicate Wǒ qǐng  nǐ chīfàn 

 

Chapter 9 Subject + verb+ complement of 

result+object 

Wǒ  kànjiàn nǐ de nán  

péngyǒu  le. 

 Cóng+A+ Dào+B Cóng běijīng duō shānghài yào 

zuò jǐ gè xiǎoshí de fēijī? 

 

 Dì +number +measure word + noun 

 

 

Dì yī běn shū 

 

Chapter 10 Bù yào + verb + le 

 

Bù yào zuò fàn le 

 

 Subject +Duì+object+ verb/adjective 

 

Pǎobù  duì shēntǐ hěn hǎo 

 

Chapter 11 Attributive modifier+ de+ word modifie Xīn mǎi de zìxíngchē 

 

 

 A+ Bǐ +B+adjective Gēgē  bǐ  jiějiě gāo 

 

Chapter 12 Subject +verb+de+hen hao Tā shuō de hěn hǎo 

 



 

 

 A+ Bǐ+B +verb +de +adjective Tā bǐ wǒ xué de hǎo 

 

Chapter 13 Subject+verb+zhe+object Tā ná zhe qiānbǐ 

 

 Subject+( Méi)verb+zhe+object Tā Méi ná zhe qiānbǐ 

 

Chapter 14 Subject+verb+ Guò +object Wǒ kàn guò  nàgè diànyǐng 

  

 Subject+( Méi)verb+ Guò +object Wǒ Méi kàn guò  nàgè 

diànyǐng 

  

 Subject+verb+ Guò + cì +object Wǒmen kàn guò sān cì 

diànyǐng 

 

Chapter 15 Subject+ Kuài yào+verb+le 

 

Huǒchē kuài yào lái de 

 

 Adverbial of time +subject +Jiù yào+ verb 

+ le 

 

Xià gè yuè women  jiù yào huí 

guó le. 

 

   

   



 

BASIC CHINESE STROKES 
 
 

 

Name Pinyin Direction Stroke Translation Example 

 Diǎn 
 

 

 

 

“Dot” 
 Liù 

 
Héng  

 

 

 
“Horizontal” Yī 

 
Shù 

 

 

 

 

“Vertical” 
 Shí 

 
Piē 

 

 

 

 

“Throw away” 
 Bā 

 
Tí  

 

 

 

“Rise” Dǎ 

 
Héng 
gōu 

    
 

 

“Horizontal 
Hook” 

 Zì 

 
Shù 
gōu 

 

 

 

 

“Vertical hook” 
 Xiǎo 

 
Héng 
zhé 

 

 

 

 

“Horizontal 
Break” 

Kǒu 

 
Shù 
zhé 

 

 

 

 

“Vertical 
Break” 

Yī 

 
Xié 
gōu 

 

 

 

 

“Slant hook” Wǒ 



(HSK 2) Chapter 1 Characters
姓名: 日期: 

zuì most

yê also

wéi (Wèi)shéme- why

yào to want

tä it
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(HSK 2) Chapter 2 Characters
姓名: 日期: 

mêi each, every

zâo early, soon, morning

yào medicine, drug

gäo  tall

máng busy
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(HSK 2) Chapter 3 Characters
姓名: 日期: 

biâo watch (time piece)

qiän thousand

sòng to deliver

zhën really, indeed

hóng red
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(HSK 2) Chapter 4 Characters
姓名: 日期: 

gêi to, for

wèn to ask

cháng long

liâng two

bäng to assist, to help
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(HSK 2) Chapter 5 Characters
姓名: 日期: 

jiù used to indicate a conclusion or resolution, just

yú fish

bä emphatic final particle

jiàn measure word for clothes

hái passably, fairly, rather
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(HSK 2) Chapter 6 Characters
姓名: 日期: 

mén door,  gate

wài outside

jiê (姐姐)Jiějie- elder sister

yáng sheep,  goat

ròu meat,  flesh
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(HSK 2) Chapter 7Characters
姓名: 日期: 

lù road

yuân far

kuài fast, quick

zôu to walk

dào to arrive
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(HSK 2) Chapter 8 Characters
姓名: 日期: 

zài again, once more

ràng to let, to allow 

hëi black

zhâo to look for

bái white
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(HSK 2) Chapter 9 Characters
姓名: 日期: 

cuò wrong, incorrect

cóng from

dông to understand

wán to finish, to be over

tí question, problem
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(HSK 2) Chapter 10 Characters
姓名: 日期: 

kè class, lesson

bié don't

gë (哥哥) Gēgē- elder brother

jï chicken, hen

xî to wash
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(HSK 2) Chapter 11 Characters
姓名: 日期: 

nán male, a man

xìng family name, surname, name, clan

yòu right

bî to compare to, than (superior or inferior) to
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(HSK 2) Chapter 12 Characters
姓名: 日期: 

xuê snow

líng zero

chuän to wear

jìn to enter, to come in

jìn near, close
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(HSK 2) Chapter 13 Characters
姓名: 日期: 

zhë used to indicate a state

xiào to smile, to laugh

wâng to, towards

shôu hand
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(HSK 2) Chapter 14 Characters
姓名: 日期: 

cì time

qíng clear weather, sunny

bâi hundred

dàn (Dàn)shì- but, still, yet

shì Dàn(shì)- but, still, yet
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(HSK 2) Chapter 15 Characters
姓名: 日期: 

rì day,  sun,  date,  day of the month,  daytime,  abbr. for Japan

xïn new

piào ticket

mèi (妹妹) Mèimei- younger sister

yïn overcast, cloudy
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